Pathogenic T cells in cerebral malaria.
Malaria remains a major global health problem and cerebral malaria (CM) is one of the most serious complications of this disease. Recent years have seen important advances in our understanding of the pathogenesis of cerebral malaria. Parasite sequestration, a hallmark of this syndrome, is thought to be solely responsible for the pathological process. However, this phenomenon cannot explain all aspects of the pathogenesis of CM. The use of an animal model, Plasmodium berghei ANKA in mice, has allowed the identification of specific pathological components of CM. Although multiple pathways may lead to CM, an important role for CD8+ T cells has been clarified. Other cells, including platelets, and mediators such as cytokines also have an important role. In this review we have focused on the role of T cells, and discuss what remains to be studied to understand the pathways by which these cells mediate CM.